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Prime Minister 
10 Downing Street
London SW1


Dear Mrs May











Funding the NHS in North Central London


I am writing to you as a resident of Islington, one of the boroughs involved in the North Central London 'footprint' and subject to  a draft Sustainability and Transformation plan being prepared by NHS officials.

I wish to draw your attention to the following points

1. The NHS is underfunded as a proportion of GDP, compared to similar countries.  If we are the fifth richest nation in the world I see no reason why our very efficient NHS should have to struggle with inadequate funds.  Please do not reply to me that the government is making £10bn extra available to the NHS. as three major think-tanks have just calculated that the extra amount being put into health over the next five years is only £4.2bn, and that this is not enough to meet need.

2. The Sustainability and Transformation Plans are being developed at breakneck speed and in secret, with no public consultation.  It is promised that the public will be consulted in the new year but by that time the decisions will be made.  This offends against democratic principles and is likely to contravene the provisions of the 2012 Health and Social Care Act, as well as guidance on consultation put out by NHS Improvement.  Please intervene to ensure that full public consultation takes place on these matters in time for the views of the public to make a difference

3. While there are some good ideas in the plan about integrated working, there is no published information about how this is to be done, how much it will cost, what this means for changing the roles of staff and what the new services will look like.  And yet, this is all meant to be in place by 2020.  I urge you to be more realistic about timing as well as about funding, and extend the period over which the changes will be made.  Otherwise the reductions in expenditure below the level of need will be compounded by the chaos of badly managed change.

I look forward to hearing from you
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